
Dear members of ERGOMAS, 

As the new President of our association, I would like to extend my warmest New 
Year’s wishes for health, happiness, prosperity, and peace.  

As we all know, our association will celebrate its 30th anniversary this year. We have 
come a long way since ERGOMAS was founded in 1986. Our association has grown 
from an exclusively European association to a global one, having opened our doors 
to colleagues from around the world. This anniversary is a good opportunity to 
reflect on our founding declaration and on those who were inspired to create our 
association—one that has promoted social research in the Armed Forces for 30 years 
now, investigating how to improve relations between military and society. 

Founding ERGOMAS  

On the initiative of several German colleagues, twenty-four social scientists studying 
the relations between the armed forces and society met for a workshop in Lavandou, 
France, at the French Riviera, from October 31 to November 2, 1986. The reason for 
this workshop was the growing discontent among European social scientists about 
the functioning of international organizations in their field.  

This discontent was fueled, first, by the strong dominance of the United States in 
international organizations, as a result of which European issues often remained in 
the background. The second reason for the discontent was the geographical distance 
between social scientists working on civil–military relations, which made it 
prohibitively expensive to meet more than once every two years, and the long 
intervals between meetings made international co-operation difficult to achieve.  

In an effort to remedy the situation, the initiators of the Lavandou workshop decided 
to found an organization that was different from existing ones. This new association, 
named ERGOMAS, would be confined geographically to the countries of Europe and 
would be based on co-operative working groups.  

Professor Ralf Zoll, University of Marburg / FRG, was elected as Interim Chairman. 
Dr. Simon Andrä, Dr. Heinz-Ulrich Kohr, and Dr. Mathias Schönborn (all from the 
German Armed Forces Institute for Social Research, Munich / FRG) became the 
Secretariat of ERGOMAS.  
 
Working philosophy and structure of ERGOMAS  
 
ERGOMAS was structured into thematic working groups. These groups formed the 
fora through which joint transnational research and intercultural comparisons in the 
field of international security and civil–military relations were carried out. The 
working groups grew out of the common research interests of individual scholars 
from different countries. Once a working group was formally accepted by ERGOMAS, 
it was, in principle, open to all interested ERGOMAS members in good standing. 
Working groups were independently established by their members to discuss and 
follow their research agendas. As a rule, working group members dropped out when 
they no longer actively contributed. ERGOMAS working groups have generally 



existed for several years and have worked on one or more projects. Between 
ERGOMAS’s biennial conferences, members of the working groups hold interim 
meetings.  
 
In addition to concrete scientific cooperation, ERGOMAS incorporated the following 
objectives:  

• informing the public about research through publications and scientific 
conventions;  
• acting as a forum for scientific communication and cooperation across all 
European countries;  
• stimulating European scientists working in the field to join this forum for 
cooperation; and 
• providing an organizational framework for scientific initiatives (such as the 
foundation of new working groups).  

 
ERGOMAS still meets biennially for working conferences. During these conferences, 
a new President is elected (the chairperson’s office was renamed President after the 
Tel-Aviv conference last June). The biennial conferences are taken up with working 
groups sessions and opportunities to present the working groups’ research 
approaches and research outcomes to the plenary. In addition, other relevant papers 
and round-tables may be presented to the plenary. 
 
Over our history, our hundreds of members have introduced innumerable scientific 
insights into the field and continue to do so at an even faster pace. We constitute to 
be the reference point for those social scientists who wish to engage in this field and 
we continue to work toward the ideals our founders envisaged 30 years ago. 
 
Looking forward 
Last June our dearly departed colleague Giuseppe Caforio, who died unexpectedly in 
August, had encouraged me at our conference in Tel-Aviv to seek the position of the 
chairperson, now President. So, as the first President, and with your support to lead 
ERGOMAS for the coming two-year period, I have committed myself to organizing a 
conference in Greece for the first time, in the Hellenic Military Academy, which is 
one of the most historic universities in my country, and which will be celebrating its 
190 year anniversary.  

I propose that our 30th birthday is a good time to remind ourselves of our scientific 
commitment to continually innovate in military sociology and to work toward a 
better coexistence between the armed forces and society. These 30 years have 
shown us the way: the most recognized social scientists and researchers in our field 
are our members. We must also remember to pay tribute to our departed 
colleagues, which I committed to do in Tel-Aviv, and which will take place in Athens 
at this year’s conference.  

In closing, I invite you all to faithfully carry on ERGOMAS’s tradition, and not only to 
fulfil the principles inscribed in the Articles of the association, but also to intensify 
your scientific effort to advance knowledge. Our association shows us the route and 
we, in our turn, must continue to contribute our knowledge and skills and work in an 



unrivalled way. At the same time, we must attract new scientists who can contribute 
to our association’s growth and renewal. They will be the ones who will take up the 
weighty responsibility to continue what Giuseppe, Donna, Sabine, Charles, and other 
brilliant scientists began when they founded ERGOMAS. And we and our new 
members will honour the memory of those who have left us by carrying on the 
wonderful scientific and social work that ERGOMAS has and will continue to inspire.    

 

Happy New Year and Happy Birthday to ERGOMAS! 

President of ERGOMAS 
Dr. George Kaffes 
Associate Professor of Military Sociology 
Hellenic Army Academy 
 


